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Legislative session is underway in 47 states, two have 
already adjourned and one has yet to gavel in. During 
session, legislators in every state will make tough 
decisions. They will set priorities to grow the economy 
and increase individual opportunity while they fight to 
decrease regulation and government meddling. But, that’s 


I’m hearing from legislators that 
always as they seem. There are 

a delicate balance. And, as new and innovative ideas and 
solutions come to the market—potentially leading to 
services that will move the American economy forward— 
they need help assessing policy because things are not 
plenty of disruptors out there, but markets need stability 


and people need a clear view of the future. 

As the leading voice in free-market state policy, that is where ALEC comes in. ALEC— 
through substantive discussion—ensures legislators are equipped to manage the creative 
disruption at their doorstep. 

Already this year the ALEC team has crisscrossed the country to make sure legislators 
have the right information—a framework upon which to base policy decisions that increase 
freedom and opportunity for all people. 
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ALEC policy experts have been educating on academic free speech issues in Arkansas, 
Oklahoma and Mississippi; donor privacy in Oklahoma; lawsuit reform in Missouri; criminal 
justice issues in Maryland and South Carolina; critical infrastructure protection in Illinois, 
Missouri, Ohio, Mississippi, Indiana, North Dakota and Wyoming; and, income tax issues 
in Arizona and Wyoming to name just a few areas of relevance this session. 

It might seem cut and dry: Students should be able to test academic boundaries on 
campus, donors should have the right to privacy around their contributions and speech 
(think about the Federalist Papers). But it's not always that simple. The trend of 
government is to expand and to regulate, and ALEC legislators stand in the breach to 
defend and promote the policies that create opportunity and respect hardworking 
taxpayers absent government. 

There are examples this session that prove the point: In Arizona, Governor Ducey vetoed 
legislative efforts to provide substantial tax relief for hardworking taxpayers . Many states 
are taking advantage of resources brought to state budgets via recent federal tax reform, 
but for now, Arizona sits on the sidelines. In Wyoming, the House introduced legislation 
that would create the state's first business income tax of seven percent that would 
be discriminatory towards many of the states's retailers and franchisees. There are no 
permanent victories, but there are also no permanent defeats. And, ALEC legislators and 
policy experts meet each challenge head on to preserve opportunity for the people. 
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